University of Memphis

University of Memphis Digital Commons
Benjamin Lawson Hooks Papers documents

Benjamin Lawson Hooks Papers

5-27-2021

Dr. Benjamin Hooks and John E. Jacob, Joint Statement of
Purpose on Summit Conference of National Black Organizations
on the Black Family, Brooklyn, New York

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/speccoll-0445-hooks-series1

Recommended Citation
"Dr. Benjamin Hooks and John E. Jacob, Joint Statement of Purpose on Summit Conference of National
Black Organizations on the Black Family, Brooklyn, New York" (2021). Benjamin Lawson Hooks Papers
documents. 113.
https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/speccoll-0445-hooks-series1/113

This Text is brought to you for free and open access by the Benjamin Lawson Hooks Papers at University of
Memphis Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Benjamin Lawson Hooks Papers documents by
an authorized administrator of University of Memphis Digital Commons. For more information, please contact
khggerty@memphis.edu.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
186 REMSEN

STREET

e

BROOKLYN,

N . Y.

11201

•

212•858-0800

Joint Statement of Purpose
by
Benjamin L. Hooks, NAACP Executive Director
J ohn Jacob , president, National Urban League

Announcing the CALL for a Summit Conference
of National Black Organizations on the Black Family

February 9, 1984

The National Association for the Advanc ement of Colored
People and the National Urban League have parallel histories
based on a common mission:
black America ns .

the attainment of fu ll equality for

In continuing pursuit of this h is tor ical as

well as contemporary goal , both organization s wi ll sponsor j o intly
a Summit Confere nce o f National Or gan izatio ns on the Black Fc.mi: y
from May 3 to 5 a t Fisk Univeristy in Nashville, Tenn .
Founded less than a year apart in New York City three - quarters
of a century ago, the NAACP and the NUL have proud histories of
mutual res pec t and cooperation.

It is only therefore natural

that they are now poo ling their res our c es once more to meet a grave
challenge that threate ns not only t he surviva l of black people but
als o the social fabr i c of the nation as well .
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The NAACP and the NUL were born in a period pregnant with
concern for the social and economic plight of blacks .

So it was

no coincidence that both organizations had visionary bla cks and
whites working through these new ve hicl es of change t o a chieve
social and c i v il rights advances for oppressed citizens .

Two

o f these founders of the NAACP were Mary Wh ite Ovington, a white
New York City social worke r who had done e xtensive studies of
blacks in the urban environment, and Dr. William E . B. Du Bois,
the great scholar and v isionary lea der who authored the revo lutionary work, The Philadelphia Negro .

This was a model study on

the black community .
Similarly char ting the NUL's early course were Ruth Standish
Baldwin, a white libera l who was chairman of the

Nationa~

League

for the Pro t ec ti on of Co l o r ed Women and deeply committed to the
social upliftment of blacks .

Worki~g

closely with her in the

l eadership of this mission was George Edmund Haynes, a sociologist
at F isk University.

Like Du Bois, Haynes was a graduate of Fisk

University .
Describing these early cooperative efforts , Ovington wrote :
Most fortunately , about six months after we began , the
Urbran League was formed.
George Haynes, sociologist from
Fisk University, came into our off i ce one morning with
plans to form a national organization in the fields of
employment and of philanthropy. Elizabeth Walton and
Hollingsworth Wood wer e back of him. Some of us gasped
at having s o large a f ield of " advancement " taken out
of our program , but nothing could h ave been more fort u nate .
We could not have raised mo ney for "ph i l anthropy" as
successfully a s an organization with a less militan t prog r a m, and securing emp l oyment i s a business in it itself.
So the two national organi zations divided the f i eld ,
wor k ing together from time to time as action demanded .
So it is now that the NAACP and t he NUL are aga i n working
together to develop strategies for preserving the tr ad itional
strengths of th e black family .

Both organizations are pooling
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their resources to ensure the survival of the black family.

To

achieve this goal, they are stressing the traditional strengths
as well as values and resources that have been used to improve
the lives of black people.

They are also examining more closely

the societal pressures that are threatening the continued progress
of black people.
The challenge is so enormous and so urgent that both
organizations are inviting other black membership organizations,
including churches and fraternal groups, to participate in
developing

appropria~e

strategies.

These strategies will include

action programs and interorganizational networks and linages for
implementing the results of the conference .

.

The points of concern we identify and the strategies we
develop will permit each cooperating organization to execute its
own plan for fulfillment of the summit's goals.
Scope of the Challenge
A crisis confronts the black family that derives from the
historical nature of racism in America.

Forcefully uprooted from

their native African land, black people were brought to America
as slaves to work on southern plantations and in other areas
demanding their physical strength.
In Africa, black people had well-established family structures
that enabled them to cope with their native societies.

Transplanted

to the United States, they were forced to discard their own traditions
and identities and to adapt to new customs and cultures.

They

adopted customs and social mores, including We stern family structures.
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American slavery was a very "peculiar institution," however,
in that, unlik e forced servitude in other epochs and nations,
blacks in bondage in this country were prevented from maintaining
permanent family structures.

Forcibly torn apart at the whims of

slave owners, slave · families were more the exception than the rule.
Individuals, therefore, hardly knew what it was like to be lov ed
or cared for by their parents or other family members for any
extended period.

Insecurity as well as a faceless identity thus

became imbQdded in the foundations of whatever black family structure existed in slavery .
Following emancipation, black families were confronted with
other y e t equally d evas tating p r e ssure s.

The basic p r e ssure

resul t e d fr om u n bridled racism which ma nifeste d its e lf i n segregation and continuing brutal economic exploitation.

Compounded

with urban and other social pressures, these forces continued to
function in a centrifugal manner, shattering the black family
unit.
These were some of the conditions that led to the founding
of the NAACP in 1909 and the Urban League in 1910.

These condi-

tions were exacerbated in subsequent years b y dramatic demographic
and sociological changes that affected the nation as a whole.

So,

for example, in that period, 82 percent of black Americans lived
in the rural South compared to 15 percent today.
During that time, racial demographic and sociological realities
have changed p rofoundly.
that :

Just looking at the past 2 4 years we see
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Black female-headed households have a median income of
less than a third of the income of all American families.
About one out of every five (41 percent) female-head
of households of a . National Urban League sample were
employed, while nearly three out of five were not.
In 1970, 66 percent of black families were married couples
and about 31 percent were headed by females with no
husband present.

By 1980, the percentages of black

married couple families had decreased to 54 percent and
female headed families with no husband present had increased to 42 percent.
In 1980 about one out of every five (22 percent) black
female household heads interviewed in the National Urban
League's Black Pulse survey had never been married while
over two out of five (43 percent) were
(23 percent) or divorced (20 percen~).

~ither

separated

In 1983, 47 percent of black households with children
were headed by women, compared to 21 percent in 1960
and 8 percent in 1950.

The 1980 percentage was more

than three times that of white households:
In 1979, the majority of black children births were
from single women.
Well over half (59 percent) of the Urban League's sample
of female households heads had not completed high school
in 1980, a figure which helps explain some of the difficulties they had experienced in the job market and helps
account for their relative poverty.
The problems are enormous.

Their roots are extensive and

deeply imbedded in the fabric of systemic racism which permeates
American society.

Black institutions do have an obligation to

assume this challenge and examine these underlying problems in a
manner t h at is not possible by less intrinsically involved bodies.
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I n the e n d, t h o ugh, the pro ble m thre at e ni ng black fami l y structu re

is an American one which requires the total involvement of all
segments of society for the deve l opment of solutions.
The Sununit Conference of Na ti ona l Black Organizations on the
Black Family has a s its ultimate goal the involvement of the society
as a whole in combatting the grave crisis afflicting a large segment
of the population which is i dent ifiably black .

###

